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0. ASSISTANCE TO APPLICANTS

The INTERREG IIIC secretariats are receiving more and more questions from local and regional actors across Europe on the future INTERREG IVC programme.  Unfortunately, personalised assistance to potential applicants cannot yet be provided for the two following reasons:

· As INTERREG IVC is not yet approved by the EC, there is still no management structure set up.  The current staff members of the IIIC secretariats and in particular the people in charge of project development are still dedicated to the monitoring of INTERREG IIIC operations.
· As the application pack (programme manual, application form, etc.) is not ready and not approved by the Monitoring Committee, detailed information on the programme is not available yet.  This means that, at the moment, the secretariats are not in a position to give full programme details to applicants.
Therefore, feed-back on projects ideas and individual consultations with potential applicants will only be possible from the end of September at the earliest, when the INTERREG IVC application pack should hopefully be approved. 

In the meantime, potential applicants will be able to find below answers to some of the questions frequently addressed to the secretariats.  Unfortunately, fundamental questions directly related to the development of projects (e.g. recommended ERDF budget, recommended duration, eligibility of preparation costs, precise definition of Fast Track) are missing from this list as their answers are not yet known  However, we shall do our best to regularly update this list of FAQs.

Finally, for an idea of what could be expected under INTERREG IVC, future applicants can also consult the current INTERREG IIIC application pack, and more particularly the programme manual and application form.  Indeed, the core principles will remain the same for both programmes, and these documents should give a good idea on the rules that will apply and information that will be required in the new programme. The two documents can be downloaded using the links below: 

- Programme Manual
EN
- Application form

EN
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

1.1. Will INTERREG IVC be organised into 4 zones as under the previous, INTERREG IIIC, programme?

No. There will be one single programme for the whole European territory, including 27 Member States, Norway and Switzerland.

1.2. Who is the Managing Authority of INTERREG IVC?

The Managing Authority of INTERREG IVC is the Conseil Régional Nord-Pas de Calais, Lille, France.
1.3. Where will the Joint Technical Secretariat of INTERREG IVC be based?

The Joint Technical Secretariat will be based in Lille, France. In addition, four Information Points will support the JTS and will deliver information and technical advice to applicants. They are based in Katowice (Poland), Lille (France), Rostock (Germany) and Valencia (Spain).  However, all project proposals will have to be submitted to the JTS in Lille.

2. PROGRAMME AREA

2.1. Which regions will be eligible under INTERREG IVC?

The eligible INTERREG IVC cooperation area covers the entire territory of the European Union – including all new Member States and insular and outermost areas.

2.2. Can partners from non EU Member States be eligible under INTERREG IVC?

The general rule is that partners coming from non EU Member States can participate in INTERREG IVC but at their own cost.  However, partners from Norway and Switzerland can make use of the respective allocations of Norwegian/Swiss funding in the programme.
3. TIMEFRAME AND FIRST CALL FOR PROPOSAL

3.1. When will the programme be approved?

We do not know yet. The programme was submitted to the European Commission on 19 April 2007, and will hopefully be approved during summer 2007.

3.2. When will the programme be officially launched?

A major conference will take place in Lisbon, Portugal, on 20 and 21 September 2007.  This Interregional Cooperation Forum will be the closing event of INTERREG IIIC and will officially launch the new INTERREG IVC programme.

More information on the event at the following link: http://www.interreg3c.net/sixcms/detail.php?id=10737
3.3. When will the first call for proposal be launched?

The date is not fixed yet. However, the opening of the Call for Proposal may coincide, at the earliest, with the launching event of the Programme in Lisbon (21 September 2007).

3.4. What is the deadline to submit a project proposal?

It is too early to give a precise answer to this question as the exact timetable of the first Call for Proposals is not fixed yet. However, we expect the Calls for Proposals to stay open for two to three months (potential deadline of submission around December 2007/January 2008).
3.5. When will the first operations be approved?

It is also too early to give a precise answer to this question. However, the approval procedure takes around four to five months from the date of submission of the proposals.  It is likely that the Monitoring Committee will select and approve the first projects by April/May 2008.

4. TYPES OF INTERVENTIONS

4.1. What types of interventions are foreseen under INTERREG IVC?

The following types of interventions are supported in the framework of the programme:

1. Regional Initiative Projects (‘classic’ interregional cooperation projects with a large spectrum of intensity of cooperation: from traditional networking activities to transfer of experience and/or implementation of pilot projects, and even light ‘mini-programmes’).

2. Capitalisation including Fast Track projects (exclusive ‘transfer of regional development good practices into Structural Funds mainstream programmes’).
4.2. Will mini-programmes (such as RFOs under INTERREG IIIC) still be eligible under INTERREG IVC?

Under the first type of intervention (Regional Initiative Projects), different levels of intensity of cooperation are possible and it should therefore still be possible to support mini-programmes.  In general, these mini-programmes will be more focused than the RFOs supported under INTERREG IIIC as they will have to be in line with the two priorities of the future programme.  In addition, it is likely that the approach proposed by these mini-programmes will be less ‘open’ than those under INTERREG IIIC, as information on the possible sub-projects may be required already at the application stage.
5. THEMES OF COOPERATION

5.1. What themes of cooperation will be eligible?

The programme is organised around two thematic priorities related to the Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas.  A certain number of sub-themes are defined for each of the priorities:

•
Priority 1: Innovation and the knowledge economy
-
innovation, research and technology development;

-
entrepreneurship and SMEs;

-
the information society;

-
employment, human capital and education.

•
Priority 2: Environment and risk prevention
-
natural and technological risks;

-
water management;

-
waste management;

-
biodiversity and preservation of natural heritage;

-
energy and sustainable transport;

-
cultural heritage and landscape.

The INTERREG IVC programme supports projects that aim, through interregional cooperation, to improve regional policies addressing the above sub-themes.  As these sub-themes can be interrelated not only within but also between the priorities, projects are not limited to addressing only one specific sub-theme.  On the contrary, an integrated approach is encouraged and projects demonstrating such a cross-cutting approach will be considered with priority in the selection process.

6. PARTNERSHIP

6.1. What is the minimum number of countries that should be represented in the partnership?

INTERREG IVC projects must involve partners from at least three different countries, of which at least two should be EU Member States.
6.2. Can private bodies be eligible as partners in INTERREG IVC?

INTERREG IVC is a programme dedicated to public authorities (in particular regional and local authorities) and to bodies governed by public law. Private bodies can participate in the operations but at their own cost. Furthermore and subject to procurement rules, the private sector can be subcontracted by partners to provide services or to assist in the implementation of certain activities.

6.3. What is meant by “body governed by public law”?

Body governed by pubic law means any body:

1/ established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having an industrial
    or commercial character;

2/ having legal personality; and
3/ - financed, for the most part, by the State, regional or local authorities, or other bodies governed by
       public law; 

    - or subject to management supervision by those bodies;
    - or having an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than half of whose members are

      appointed by the State, regional or local authorities, or by other bodies governed by public law.

7. BUDGET

7.1. What is the total ERDF funding for INTERREG IVC?

The total ERDF budget available for commitments to operations during the period 2007 to 2013 amounts to 302 million EUR, which will be matched with national co-financing. In addition, 2.7 million EUR are available for the participation of Norwegian partners.

7.2. What is the ERDF co-financing rate for the partners of an approved operation?

Up to 75% for partners coming from the following EU Member States: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, UK
Up to 85% for partners coming from the following EU Member States: Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia.
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