Regional Development Forum shows strong support for INTERREG IIIC 
despite an uncertain future.

Lille, December 10, 2004. Over 600 representatives from regional, national and European authorities gathered in Rotterdam on Monday to put forward their views on the future of interregional cooperation under the INTERREG IIIC programme. Nearly two thousand local and regional authorities are already benefiting from 196 pan-European partnerships set up in the last two years with funding from INTERREG IIIC. 
Nearly every Region in the European Union is involved in an INTERREG IIIC operation. The programme helps Cities and Regions with similar problems to work together on regional development issues such as employment, environment, transport, tourism and industrial redevelopment.

Faced with an uncertain future after the Commission unveiled its proposals to mainstream interregional cooperation during the next funding period (2007-2013), participants were keen to discuss why this successful programme would be discontinued after such a short running time. 

Opening the INTERREG IIIC Forum, the Mayor of Rotterdam said: “Spatial development is visible in my city and has a very high priority on our political agenda.”

“We must learn more from other countries for our own benefit,” he added.

Speaking on behalf of the European Commission, Elisabeth Helander, Director of DG Regional Policy, told the Forum that the Commission was proposing that territorial cooperation be encouraged both in Objective 1 and 2 programmes and through a “networks” programme in Objective 3.

In a panel debate, Jan Olbrycht, MEP and Vice-President of the European Parliament Committee on Regional Development said: “All of us here are presenting the point that INTERREG IIIC works.  It’s a very flexible instrument, and especially important for new Member States.”

Claude Marcori of the French government body DATAR (Délégation à l'aménagement du territoire et à l'action régionale) said asking regions to set up interregional departments was relatively easy, but a European-level structure such as INTERREG IIIC would be vital for creating new partnerships between regions that did not already work together.

INTERREG IIIC’s Michel Lamblin said: “We can’t claim responsibility for Regions working together – it’s been happening for hundreds of years.  But look what is happening now!  After only two years of this programme, nearly every Region in Europe is now working internationally to improve regional development policies and work out how to use Structural Funds more effectively.”

The Forum also featured an update on the progress of INTERREG IIIC along with a showcase of successful operations. A new book describing interregional partnerships already funded by INTERREG IIIC was launched at the Forum and distributed to participants. Free copies can be ordered from west@interreg3c.net. 

For more information on the forum, and links to speeches and photos, please see: http://www.interreg3c.net/sixcms/detail.php?id=6358
For more information about INTERREG IIIC, please visit www.interreg3c.net.
